
  

What are the properties of common materials? 
Key vocabulary  

  

  

  

Absorbent  
Materials which can soak up liquid 
through tiny holes and spread it 
through the material. 

Transparent 
Materials that can clearly be seen 
through. (Clear) 

Translucent  
Materials that allow some light through 
but you cannot see through it clearly. 

Opaque  
Materials that do not let light through 
them. 

Flexible 

 
Materials that can bend, twist, stretch and 
squash without cracking or breaking.. 
 

Rigid Materials that will not bend. 


