
 
Vocabulary 

materials 

 

 The substance that something is made out 
of.  Examples: wood, plastic, metal. 

melting 
 The process of heating a solid until it 

changes into a liquid. 

freezing 
 When a liquid cools and turns into a solid. 

evaporating 
  When a liquid turns into a gas or vapour. 

condensing 
  When a gas, such as water vapour, cools and 

turns into a liquid. 

conductor 
  A material that heat or electricity can easily 

travel through.  Most metals are both thermal 
conductors (they conduct heat) and electrical 
conductors (they conduct electricity). 

insulator 
 A material that does not let heat or electricity 

travel through them.  Wood and plastic are 
both thermal and electrical insulators. 

transparent 
 A transparent object lets light through so the 

object can be looked through; for example, 
glass or some plastics. 


